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sites. The background of the incident is supplied
by a report of the Quartermaster-General:
"Governors daily complain that recruiting will
stop unless clothing is sent in abundance and
immediately to the various recruiting camps and
regiments. With every exertion, this department
has not been able to obtain clothing to supply
these demands, and they have been so urgent that
troops before the enemy have been compelled to
do picket duty in the late cold nights without
overcoats, or even coats, wearing only thin sum-
mer flannel blouses. . . . Could 150,000 suits of
clothing, overcoats, coats, and pantaloons be
placed today, in depot, it would scarce supply the
calls now before us. They would certainly leave
no surplus."
The Government attempted to meet this diffi-
culty in the shortest possible time by purchas-
ing clothing abroad. But such disregard of home
industry, the "patriotism" of the New England
manufacturers could not endure. Along with the
report just quoted, the Quartermaster-General
forwarded to the Secretary of War a long argu-
mentative protest from a committee of the Boston
Board of Trade against the purchase of army
clothing in Europe. Any American of the present